Otoscopy shows the right ear before (A) and after (B) removal of the epithelial cyst.
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We evaluated a 12-year-old boy who had undergone a myringoplasty I year earlier. At that time , he had had a large posterior perforation of the tympanic membrane on the right. The ossicular chain was intact. An overla y technique was used to place a temporalis faseia graft over the malleus handie and posterior annu lus, and the boy 's hearing retumed to norma!.
At the l -year follow-up , a pearly-white spherical mass 3 mm in diameter was seen in the posteroinferior quadrant behind a translucent drum (figure, A) . The anterior part ofthe tympanic membrane was infiltrated with plaques of tympanosclerosis thathad probably been present before the myringoplasty. The lesion was diagnosed as an epitheiial cyst that had developed from epitheiial fragments that had been left in place under the graft , possibly beeause of an improper surgical technique (although such a lesion can oecurunderthe care ofthe most experienced surgeon) . The encapsulated cyst was removed by raising a tympanomeatal flap (figure , B) . The patient was advised to retum for an annua l follow-up for the next 3 years. 
